Stock Market Project 

Using Financial WEB Sites 

There are basically two ways you can access information on the Internet: One is to do a topic search using specific key words in your database search strategy; that is words that apply to the information you need (see Search section below). The second way is to go directly into the Web site, assuming you know the site address (URL), and how to use a browser (as described above) such as Netscape Navigator or Internet Explorer; to go directly to the information without having to search for it. Either way, once you get what you are looking for, you can bookmark it by clicking on the "Add Bookmark" section for easier future reference.

BusinessWeek Online and S&P's Investing Web Site and Portfolio Tracker 

BusinessWeek Online (in cooperation with Standard and Poor’s) has a web site that provides almost everything you could use in investing and personal finance. Up until now, before the golden age of the computer, if you lived any other place than New York, it would have been almost impossible to get any information on stocks and mutual funds. That is why brokers, and independent investors alike, are turning to computerized markets and internet sites, such as this one.  Now there are a large number of online investing Web sites such as www.e-trade.com , http://investing.wsj.com/, and www.schwab.com in which you can pay a nominal fee (as opposed to most broker fees) for each online transaction.  

Explore this part of the BusinessWeek site (http://www.businessweek.com/investor)   – you can get information on any stocks on the national market.  You can also get IPO news and advice, watch videos on investing news, get hourly market reports, access a capital gains calculator to help you decide when to sell and a personal finance section helps you learn more about your personal finance situation and goals. 

This website also contains a portfolio tracker in which you can follow your investments.  You’ll just need to register your information to access this section, but it is completely free.  

Now, as you can see, this website allows you to be able to manage your financial plans from home, work, or school. Take your time exploring this site and some of the others listed below to access even more resources that will help you in this course and in your financial future.

 Additional WEB Sites 

The following WWW sites offer many differing types of information about investing, and may be found to be very useful for completing your project. Some offer free services, while others require a fee: 

· NYSE and AMEX. Two primary sites here: www.nyse.com, and www.amex.com. Both provide primary and secondary data concerning these exchanges. 

· NASDAQ's "Online Update" at http://www.nasdaq.com. This is a good one for OTC stocks and reference information for NASDAQ investors. 

· WIREDNEWS stock quotes is a site where you can type in different companies names and find all the stock data you need plus a lot of other information regarding the company. It gets updated every hour and can be graphed. The only cost is for a portfolio, the address: http://stocks.wired.com. 

· DOW JONES Interactive: http://djinteractive.com This is a powerful business news and research service that accesses many different financial publications. Dow Jones also offers a stock-charting feature at their http://interactive.wsj.com/edition/resources/documents/bbsearch.htm. This is an on-line fee for service site. 

· INVESTMENT INFORMATION SITES: The majority of these are free and offer a wide variety of investment variables; check them out: 

· www.stockscreener.com 

· www.iqc.com/scan 

· www.netscreen.marketguide.com 

· www.marketplayer.com 

· www.investor.msn.com/home.asp 

· www.morningstar.net 

· www.networth.quicken.com 

· www.stocktools.com 

· www.thomsoninvest.net 

· www.wallstreetcity.com 

· www.wsm.com 

· www.xls.com 

· www.financenet.gov 

· www.bizweb.com 

· www.fortune.com 
· www.money.com 
· www.fool.com 

· MATHWORKS has a site that provides simulinks and models such as advanced visualization and computation for securities trading. It costs you, but is a good one especially for more advanced students at http://www.mathworks.com 

Doing a Search for Stocks 

If you are going to do a search, it goes like this: first you have to come up with a topic; perhaps "stock quotations". Then you go into a search engine, like Alta Vista at (http://www.altavista.digital.com), or Lycos, and construct your query. This means you bring-up "Netscape Navigator" and at the bottom of the first screen you will find the search engines. They are all about the same, but people develop personal preferences for different ones. After you query the Internet for Web sites, using the topic and the search engine, you will find any number of possible information sites like the ones listed above. One of the latest searchers is Cnet at http://www.search.com. This one allows you to customize a search quickly. As new Web sites develop, you can always find them using this search mode. The next section takes you through "types of searches" step-by-step. 

When trying to find information on the latest stocks and funds, through a search, and without paying big bucks, follow a few of these simple steps: 

1. Search by Site 

Usually, most news sites or search engines have a special link and site for stock quotes. Take http://www.yahoo.com for example. On the very first screen there is a link that says "Finance/StockQuotes". Just click on this link and it gives you about three pages of links to go to. Links provide web addresses and connections to related sites. 

2. Search by Subject 

Also, if you cannot find it by "Search by Site", then you might be able to find it by Searching by Subject. For instance, I would go to the Business category, then I would go to the Finance and Investment sub-category, and depending what you wanted, go from there (currencies, quotes, mutual funds, etc....). 

3. Search by Engine 

The third, (and hardest) way to find info on stocks and funds is to search with a search engine. The search engines are large computers that go through every document on the Internet and find one's with the words or phrases that you told it to find. The one reason that it is hard is because it brings up every document that has the words in it. Many times, they are separated and have nothing to do with what you want. Like when searching for the stock market, it brought up 245 categories with 954 articles. So, if all else fails, follow these simple directions to search by an engine:

1. Sign-on to your computer. 

2. Open your web browser (Netscape or Explorer). 

3. Click on netsearch button at the top of your screen, or go to http://www.yahoo.com. 

4. In the blank search box type, "Stock Market." 

5. Click on the "Search" button next to the box. 

6. Review choices. Find the one that fits what you are looking for and click on it. 

Downloading Information 
Regardless of how you access the information on the Internet (search or direct access), you will have to "save the results" otherwise known as downloading. Here is how it is done: 

1. Get into the site first using Netscape or another browser. 

2. While you are in Netscape, go to "Save as..." and click on. This will bring a page onto your screen that has no graphics on it, but another choice box will appear. This puts you in the right drive to download. 

3. Within that box you should save the information you want as "Plain Text." This will then allow you to import the information onto your hard drive (C:), or a peripheral drive (A: or B:). 

4. Another way to download is to go to "Print" and click on it. This will send the info directly to your printer. This is only recommended for small data transfers. 

5. Also, if you really want to get fancy, you can go into "Save as..." then put that data into the "Save file as type" mode. You will, however, have to reconfigure the output of data on the other end. 

Getting the Web sites downloaded automatically to your hard drive so you can browse them faster, and at your leisure, can help. The following are some offline browsers you can use: 

· Grab-a-Site (http://www.bluesquirrel.com/products/grabasite/grabasite.html ); 

· Surfbot (http://www.surflogic.com/); 

· MicroSurfer (http://www.microsurfer.com ).

In addition, the following information can be used for downloading information for those people who use the American On-Line (AOL) service (1-800-827-6364): 

1. After going into AOL, enter your password next and go to the Main Menu, then go into "Marketplace" (use icon). 

2. Double click on that and go down until you find the name of your stock or fund (symbol). 

3. Then click on "graphs" if that is what you want, and you can click on "customize for dates;" a small box will come up and you put in the stock/fund name, the dates "to…….from." 

4. Then you can click on "Print-out" for a hardcopy, load to a word processing or spreadsheet program for calculations. 

As you can see, from the above discussion, there are many different tools and methods that the student can use to complete this project using the PC. Students should see what services are offered through their school computer labs.

