SAMPLE OUTPUT—Module 8

(The following project segments are EXAMPLES and SAMPLE MATERIAL.  Please note: (1) these samples were selected from several student team projects at one school and are not intended to represent a particular level of quality, and DO NOT represent a complete project; (2) the accuracy of content, data, and clarity of writing are NOT guaranteed; and (3) these samples may NOT BE DUPLICATED.  Questions regarding these samples may be sent to dlabay@lfc.edu)
SAMPLING PLAN A

After defining the population as Lake Forest College students, the sampling frame was created and consisted of all Lake Forest College freshmen and seniors.  The purpose of a sampling frame is to have a list of all possible elements/members in a population.  It is from this list that participants can be chosen.  The next step taken in regards to sampling was the decision to use the stratified random sample method.  This probability method is ideal to this study because it provides randomization, but still ensures that a certain segment or category is proportionately represented. The segments in this particular study would be male seniors, male freshman, female seniors, and female freshman.  While it was the hope of the researchers to use this method, another method was later chosen.  Due to time constraints and the accessibility of the researchers to the participants, the decision to rather choose a non-probability was enacted.  Now the researchers were working with a convenient sample by finding available respondents to participate.  “Non-probability samples ordinarily can be gathered more quickly than probability samples.”

The conclusion was made that each category should consist of twenty-five appropriate participants to meet the recommendations by the supervisor.  To accommodate and distinguish between the total of one hundred participants, surveys were separated into four different colors.  Each survey administrator was given the responsibility of finding participants to complete their matching survey.  The administrators achieved this obligation by going to a variety of dorms on the Lake Forest College campus, particularly those that mainly house freshmen and seniors and asking them to fill out the survey in person.  If the possible participant denied the survey, the administrator simply moved on to the next potential participant.  Because the researchers/administrators were present at the time of the distribution and completion of the questionnaire, there were no non-respondents.  Upon completion, participants received a ‘Payday’ candybar, courtesy of ‘The Loaners’.

SAMPLING PLAN B

In order to obtain information about the entire population, a sample size must be defined prior to the project.  The population in the sample for world hunger consisted of freshman and senior, male and female students at Lake Forest College since the hypotheses aim to compare donation attitudes and behaviors among these groups.  Experts point out that ideally, the population sample from which information is obtained “should be a representative cross section of the total population”. 


The surveys were administered to a total of forty students.  This included ten male and ten female freshman and ten male and ten female seniors.  These students were randomly selected around campus through personal contacts and distribution in highly populated areas such as the cafeteria and resident halls.  Because participants of the survey were selected randomly in a convenient fashion, a sample frame was not necessary.  Such a frame would include a full list of all senior and freshman students of Lake Forest College.  Instead, the research group chose to conduct a non-probability sample, or specifically, a convenient sample.  This sampling technique is helpful because it is “easy to collect”.  One hundred percent of the surveys administered were returned, making for an efficient data collection method.          

SAMPLING PLAN C
Due to limited time to conduct the survey and costs of collecting data, a sample size of 100 was selected to represent the population of 1,400.  According to Wunsch, this sample size reflects a population of 1,400 within plus or minus 9 percent with a .05 level of confidence (32).   

 
To equally measure the age and gender group beings studied, 25 freshmen males, 25 freshmen females, 25 senior males, and 25 senior females were surveyed.  These 100 students were sampled in a non-probability, or convenience, sample called a quota sample.  According to Prof. Dlabay’s Resource Packet Sampling Methods Summary, a quota sample is used “to obtain representation of certain characteristics” (25).     

