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There are a variety of ways to address these issues.  This is just one of the many possibilities:

The shape of management units plays a significant role in the evaluation of adjacency when management units are very long and narrow.  Many times these units tend to be adjacent to many other management units.  Thus when using a URM process, scheduling a long, narrow unit will force other units adjacent to it to wait until the "green-up" period has passed.  The green-up period varies by State, Province, or organization, and generally ranges from 3 to 20 years.  Similarly, if other units adjacent to this type of unit have already been scheduled for harvest, the choices that remain for the long, narrow unit may be few.  Developing management units that are consistently the same size and fairly compact in nature will produce a situation where each has a similar amount of adjacent neighbors, alleviating some of these scheduling problems.

The size of management units also plays a role in the evaluation of adjacency restrictions.  When using a URM process, no other management unit can be scheduled for harvest (or harvested) next to one already scheduled for harvest (or harvested) during the "green-up" period.  If many of the management units in your GIS database are small relative to the maximum clearcut size allowed, you will not have the ability to build harvest blocks (sets of adjacent management units scheduled for harvest at one time, with the aggregate harvested area less than or equal to the maximum clearcut size).  When using an ARM process you can build harvest blocks, because this process allows scheduling adjacent management units during the green-up period, as long as the maximum clearcut size has not been exceeded.  

Some suggest that management should be nearly the same size as the clearcut size limitation.  In this case, perhaps you should ask, "Will the maximum clearcut size ever change?"  If so, you should plan to re-define the boundaries of your management units as well.  Management units that are nearly the same size as the clearcut size limitation reduce the scheduling problem to essentially a URM process.

Please feel free to share other thoughts on this matter by sending a note to 

Pete.Bettinger@orst.edu.  We will post appropriate responses on the website.

