3.10

The material and discussions of chapters 1 and 2 about goals and values and the political nature of forestry today provide some start.  Also consider what different practices and activities interest groups like and do not like in your local area.  There are always the basic conflicts between human values and goals such as property rights, privacy, equity, growth, environmental protection, and economic development.  A few ideas of how this outside world could impact the Johnson’s forest operation might be:

1. The local environmental groups would not be happy with policy 1 using the whole forest as a tree (fiber) farm with prescription 1.  Policy 2 with the 2 acre set-aside would likely be their minimum standard of acceptability.  Is it possible to develop prescriptions and policies that could successfully convert the existing three acres of plantations to mixed species natural appearing and/or functioning stands?

2. The new well-to-do neighbors building nearby would probably prefer that prescription 1 be used as little as possible and that prescriptions 2 and 3 with the larger trees be used whenever possible.  Since these are generally wealthy people they have considerable political and administrative clout.  The new policies and prescriptions, especially the longer rotation or shelterwood type even-age prescriptions developed for question 13.4 would also be more acceptable.  

3. Continue based on your local experience and though discussions with others.

