3.9

There are many answers to this question. The real world validity of the answer is not as important as learning the procedure for developing an answer. You could make up a new animal like the long tailed tree goat or you would work with some animals in your area such as the ruffled grouse, mule deer, or coral snake.  In each case you could create plausible but hypothetical data or you could consult with available wildlife experts and literature to be as realistic as possible.

The steps to follow for each wildlife species are:

1. Associate the WHR habitat types with some specific forest types in your area. 

2. Select a wildlife species that approximates the habitat preferences stated in the question.

3. For each species make up a 1 to 10 scale habitat rating for all the habitat types generated in the three policies used for the Johnson forest  problem. These range from P1S through P5D for the plantations and M4M through M6D for the uneven-aged mixed species stands. Use some plausible logic such as discussed at the bottom of page 116.  This would be a good time to talk to your wildlife friends and specialists  and to check some of the available habitat evaluation work in your area.

4.  For the outcome yield tables 3.7, 3.8 and 3.9, and 3-10, add two columns to the right size and make yield tables for your species by giving a habitat rating outcome score for each species in a similar way as for the squirrel habit column SNHt.

5. Using copies of the solution computation tables for the three policies (Tables 3.10, 3.11 and 3.12), evaluate the habitat quality of each stand in each period for each of the two species you selected.

6. Evaluate the results.  Is the habit for each species being sustained?  Is one policy better than the others?  If there is a problem with too little quality habitat?  Is there any other policy based on prescriptions 1,2, or 3 that could work better for your chosen species?  Would the policies and addition of prescriptions 4 and 5 as done for the answers for questions 3.4, 3.5 or 3.6 have helped?  Are there any new policies or prescription ideas you could add to sustain an acceptable minimum amount of habit for the two species you added?   

