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5.2 Absolute Value/Ordering 
of Integers

● ● ●

● ● ●

● Example 1

Order the following from least to greatest.

7, ��2�, �2, �3�

Begin by simplifying the absolute values.

��2� � 2

�3� � 3

Rewriting our list we have

7, 2, �2, 3

Now we follow the order properties of the real line to obtain

�2 < ��2� < �3� < 7.

C H E C K  Y O U R S E L F  1

Order the following from least to greatest.

��5�, �4, �2�, �1

C H E C K  Y O U R S E L F  A N S W E R

1. �4 < �1 < �2� < ��5�.

05 Basic Math ALEKS  12/14/99 3:18 PM  Page 233



©
20

00
 M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill
 C

om
pa

ni
es

5.2 Exercises

Name

Section Date

A N S W E R S

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Order each of the following lists from least to greatest.

1. �6, ��3�, ��4�, 2 2. 10, �1, ��7�, �3�

3. 4, �5, ��9�, �7� 4. 8, ��2�, 1, �4

5. ��2�, ��3�, ��4�, ��5� 6. ��15�, ��8�, 11, �4�

7. �2�, �6, �7, ��7� 8. �4�, 3, �4, ��1�

9. ��17�, 13, �10�, 4 10. ��14�, ��3�, 2, 1
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