
● Example 1

Find the sum �2 � 5.

First move 2 units to the left of 0. Then, to add 5, move 5 units back to the right. We
see that

�2 � 5 � 3

C H E C K  Y O U R S E L F  1

Find the sum.

�7 � 9

● Example 2

Find the sum 4 � (�5).

4 � (�5) � �1

C H E C K  Y O U R S E L F  2

Find the sum.

3 � (�7)

C H E C K  Y O U R S E L F  A N S W E R S

1. 2. 2. �4.

0
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1 2 3 4
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23 22 21 1 2 3
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5.4 Addition of Positive and 
Negative Integers

http://www.mhhe.com/math/devmath/aleks/wt-bm/student/olc/sl05sec04.htm 

Since the first addend is
negative, we start by moving
left.

Move 4 units to the right of
0. Then move 5 units back to
the left to add negative 5.

● ● ●

● ● ●

● ● ●
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5.4 Exercises

Name

Section Date

A N S W E R S

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Add.

1. 4 � (�6) 2. 9 � (�2)

3. (�11) � 5 4. 5 � (�8)

5. (�16) � 15 6. (�12) � 10

7. �9 � 10 8. �6 � 8

9. 5 � (�20) 10. 7 � (�13)

11. �8 � 5 12. �7 � 3

13. 6 � (�3) 14. 11 � (�7)

15. 7 � (�2) 16. 8 � (�9)

17. �10 � 7 18. 9 � (�5)
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