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8.3 Comparison of the placement of the foramen magnum and orientation of the spinal column relative to the skull in a non primate quadruped and three primates. The wolf, with equally long fore and hind limbs, has a foramen magnum toward the back of the skull and oriented almost horizontally. The chimp, still a quadruped but with longer arms than legs, has a more forward placement with the spine extending at an angle. In the bipedal hominids we see a trend toward even more forward placement and vertical orientation of the spine. (Wolf by M.A. Park; primates for Biegert 1963)
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8.10 Skull of a male gorilla. Compare the sagittal crest with those of Paranthropus (Figures 9.4,9.5 and 9.6)


