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14.1 A chronology of domestication.
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14.10 A comparison of the seed head of wild and domesticated wheat. The brittle rachis (where seeds are attached) of wild wheat allows for the dispersion of seeds; the nonbrittle rachis selected for in domestication allows for ease in human harvesting.
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14.23 With its brittle rachis and tough glumes, teosinte (left), a wild Mexican grass called ìGodís Cornî by the Aztecs is the most likely candidate for wild maize. It is here compared to maize (right). The fruitcase of teosinte can be converted to the cob and naked kernels of maize by changes in a single gene, or at most, very few genes. (From Beadle in Reed 1977) 


