
CHAPTER OUTLINE

I. The Last Days of the Roman Empire
A. Historical overview

1. Survey of imperial problems
2. Phases of late Roman history

B. Diocletian’s reforms and the triumph of Christianity, 284–395
1. The Great Persecutions and Christian toleration

a) Techniques and phases of persecutions
b) Constantine and the spread of Christianity

2. Early Christian controversies
a) Arianism

(1) The triumph of Bishop Athanasius
(2) The Nicene Creed
(3) Ulfilas, an Arian bishop

b) The rise of ascetic movements
(1) Pachomius
(2) Antony

c) Triumph of Christianity
C. Christian Rome and the end of the Western Empire, 395–476

1. Invasions by the Germans
2. Collapse of Roman institutions

II. The Transition from Humanism to Christian Civilization
A. Literature, theology, and history

1. The decline of secular writing
2. The Fathers of the Church

a) Ambrose
(1) Writings
(2) Influence

b) Jerome
(1) Writings
(2) Influence

c) Augustine
(1) Writings
(2) Influence

3. Church history: Eusebius
a) New literary genre
b) Influence

B. The visual arts
1. Late Roman style
2. Architecture

a) Palaces
b) Arches



c) Basilicas
d) Domed structures

3. Sculpture
a) Secular developments

(1) Freestanding works
(2) Colossal statues
(3) Reliefs
(4) Stylistic changes

b) Christian art
(1) Sarcophagus art
(2) Stylistic changes

4. Painting and mosaics
a) Book illustrations
b) Mosaics

(1) Subjects and themes
(2) Contrast with secular art
(3) Developments in the Eastern Roman Empire

C. Music
1. Sacred hymns
2. The contributions of Ambrose

III. Why Did Rome Fall?
A. Internal and external pressures
B. Theories and interpretations

IV. The Legacy of Late Roman Civilization
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