
 

Correlation Guide 
 
The Taking Sides series presents current issues in a debate-style format designed to stimulate student 
interest and develop critical thinking skills. Each issue is thoughtfully framed with an issue summary, an 
issue introduction, and a postscript. The pro and con essays—selected for their liveliness and 
substance—represent the arguments of leading scholars and commentators in their fields.  
 
Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Moral Issues, 12/e is an easy-to-use reader that presents issues on 
important topics such as genetic engineering, gambling, and same-sex marriage. For more information on 
Taking Sides and other McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning Series titles, visit www.mhcls.com.  
 
This convenient guide matches the issues in Taking Sides: Moral Issues, 12/e with the corresponding 
chapters in one of our best-selling McGraw-Hill Philosophy textbooks by Rachels/Rachels.  
 
Taking Sides: Moral Issues, 12/e The Elements of Moral Philosophy, 6/e, 

Rachels/Rachels 

Issue 1: Is Moral Relativism 
Correct? 

Chapter 2: The Challenge of Cultural Relativism 

Issue 2: Does Morality Need 
Religion? 

Chapter 4: Does Morality Depend on Religion? 
 

Issue 3: Is Abortion Immoral? Chapter 4: Does Morality Depend on Religion?  
Issue 4: Must Sex Involve 
Commitment? 

Chapter 8: The Debate over Utilitarianism  
 

Issue 5: Is It Right to Prohibit 
Same-Sex Marriage? 

Chapter 6: The Idea of a Social Contract 

Issue 6. Should Human Cloning 
Be Banned? 

Chapter 10: Kant and Respect for Persons  

Issue 7: Is Cloning Pets Ethically 
Justified? 

Chapter 7: The Utilitarian Approach 
Chapter 8: The Debate over Utilitarianism  
 

Issue 8: Should Congress Allow 
the Buying and Selling of Human 
Organs? 

Chapter 7: The Utilitarian Approach 
Chapter 8: The Debate over Utilitarianism  
 

Issue 9: Should Drugs Be 
Legalized? 

Chapter 5: Ethical Egoism  

Issue 10: Is Gambling Immoral? Chapter 5: Ethical Egoism  
Chapter 6: The Idea of a Social Contract 

Issue 11: Is Affirmative Action 
Fair? 

Chapter 8: The Debate over Utilitarianism  
 

Issue 12: Should Licensing for 
Handguns Be More Restrictive? 

Chapter 6:  The Idea of a Social Contract  
 

Issue 13: Should the Death 
Penalty Be Abolished? 

Chapter 9:  Are There Absolute Moral Rules? 
Chapter 10: Kant and Respect for Persons 

Issue 14: Is Torture Ever 
Justified? 

Chapter 9:  Are There Absolute Moral Rules? 
Chapter 10: Kant and Respect for Persons 

Issue 15: Is Physician-Assisted 
Suicide Wrong? 

Chapter 7: The Utilitarian Approach 
Chapter 8: The Debate over Utilitarianism  
Chapter 9:  Are There Absolute Moral Rules? 
Chapter 10: Kant and Respect for Persons 

Issue 16: Does Morality Require 
Vegetarianism? 

Chapter 12: The Ethics of Virtue 

 


