Chapter 16 – Learning Objectives

This chapter focused on lipids, a major class of substances found in living organisms. The skills you have learned in this chapter should enable you to:

· Explain what physical property defines a substance as a lipid.

· Write the chemical structure of a fat or oil and explain the difference between them.

· Describe the structural characteristics of a fatty acid.

· Write the chemical structure of a fat or oil and explain the difference between them.

· Describe the structural characteristics of a fatty acid.

· Write the structure of a phospholipid and explain the structural features that enable phospholipid molecules to form cell membranes.

· Write a structural formula typical of a wax.

· Explain the significance of cholesterol in the formation of steroids.

· Describe the function of vitamin D and the bile acids in the body.

· Describe the role of acetyl coenzyme A in the biosynthesis of terpenes.

· Identify the isoprene units in terpene structure.

