Chapter One

Seeing Is Not Believing 

At the beginning, we discuss the basic concepts of representation, or mediation. This allows us to drain the image of its “reality” content and see it as something made up, a product of human imagination and its technological tools. The point is first to see the image—in painting, photography, and film—not as a product of nature but a product of human beings and their desire to see the world on their own terms. It might be useful to teach this chapter using reproductions of paintings and photographs as a start. Compare pre-and postperspective painting, for example, and explain the ways we have developed to represent three-dimensional space on a two-dimensional canvas. Examine some photographs and analyze ways they transmit information and emotion.

Questions and Topics

· Do Western and Eastern artists represent space in the same ways?

· Define the differences in perception that occur when you look directly with your eyes or through the mediation of a photograph.

· Define the conflicting concepts of “reality.”

· Are photographs substitutes for memory?

· What does it mean to say “a picture is worth a thousand words”?

