Story notes for writing exercises

1) Hazardous waste VO

Lake County (Lady Lake) painter storing hundreds of gallons of xylene illegally

It’s used to clean up after painting jobs… highly flammable

Painter will have to pay cost of cleanup, could be fined

2) Kingston fire folo VO

Fire started at 11p.m. three days ago

200 year old building destroyed… housed old-fashioned hardware store since 1926

Three generations of Browders owned it

Roane County (Kingston)

Fire seemed suspicious at first…. But after two days of checking by state fire marshall’s office, they think It was an electrical problem

New owner plans to rebuild 

3) Drug RV  VO/SOT

Marion County Sheriff’s office arrests four men from California

Found hidden compartments in RV

More than 300 pounds of marijuana stashed

Happened in Ocala

Interview with Major Eddie Wright/Marion County Sheriff’s Office

Mug shots of Frank Ramirez, Alejandro Garcia, Jaime Lopez, Gary Fournier

4) Low water levels VO/SOT

Very low water levels in the state’s underground aquifer

Water management officials in Marion and Lake Counties concerned

Homeowners upset because of low pressure

St. Johns River … in spots…. at lowest level in 40 years… spots in Brevard, Seminole, Orange, Duval counties

Interview with Hal McDonald… Water Utility Manager

5) Truck crash VO

Tanker truck hit light pole and rolled

Near Fort Huachua in Sierra Vista

Driver killed….. going too fast police say

Hwy. 90  closed to traffic for two hours

Driver’s name… truck company name not available yet

6) Airport taxis VO

Taxi companies licensed to Raleigh/Durham International airport have to have cabs available between 7 a.m. and 1:30 a.m.

Airport authority doesn’t know which companies comply

High tech monitoring system would show which cabs on airport property and when

Would mean small transmitters on roofs of cabs

Right now just in proposal stage

Failure to comply could mean fines or loss of contract with airport

7) Target protest  VO/SOT

Group “Witness for Peace” holding signs outside Target store on Lynn Road in Raleigh

Interview with Gail Phares (Ferris) 

Target sends you a fax saying Target doesn’t carry clothes made by Mil Colores, is opposed to any form of slave, child, or prison labor whether domestic or international, adding  “We pride ourselves on being a legal, ethical, and socially conscious retailer. The group is leafleting Target with false information hoping to pressure Target into intervening in a situation that we are not a party to.”

8) Royval sentencing  VO/SOT

Fredrick Royval sentenced to life in prison…. agreed not to appeal… by doing so, avoided death penalty

Convicted of brutally stabbing neighbor Bonnie Sanborn in 1995

He’s 27….

“Buckle sample” of DNA was the key…. they get that with a cotton swab rubbed on the inside of the cheek

Interview with prosecutor Kathleen Mayer

9) Cobras success   Anchor package

Team’s first year in Arena Football League…. very good attendance, even though team is poor…..2 and 11 at time of story… avg. attendance for home games is 13,000

Interviews with team co-owner Roddy Jones and several fans

Team plays at Raleigh Entertainment and Sports Arena

10) Kickapoo drought   reporter package

Little rain, above average temperatures recently in NE Kansas… officials could declare drought in next week or two

Interviews with Nancy Bear/Kickapoo acting vice chair

And ClarkDuffy/Asst. Director/Kansas Water Office

11) Smokies air pollution  reporter package

Natl. Parks Conservation Assn. Named Great Smoky Mountains National Park one of ten most endangered parks

Second year for park on that list

Group says ozone pollution, soil and water pollution, general visibility getting worse

Interviews with Nancy Gray/ park spokeswoman

Anthony Swift and Christy Johnson…. visitors from Louisville

Stephen Smith…. environmentalist with Tennessee Valley Energy Reform Coalition

12) Firefighters’ helicopter   reporter package

180 firefighters battling wildfire in Catalina mountains north or Tucson

700 acres in Sabino canyon burned already

Interview with Bob Dysan/Fire Information Officer

They hope the Sakorsky Sky Crane can help.. though a small hydraulic part broke today and the repair won’t be done until tomorrow

13) Hurricane research  reporter package

Regular homeowners have high-tech equipment on their houses to help with research project

Interview with Dr. Kurt Gurley- Hurricane expert- University of Florida

Other scientists from Clemson and Florida International Univ also involved

