What is the Ferris ChartPlayer?

The Ferris ChartPlayer is software that can be downloaded free off the Internet at http://www.mhhe.com/ferrischartplayer.  

Unlike other listening programs that require several different software installations, the Ferris ChartPlayer contain a single software file that modifies itself to conform to the Ferris audio CDs that are placed in your computer’s CD-ROM drive.

What do they do?

The Ferris ChartPlayer allows students to experience the text of a Ferris ChartPlayer in real time by blending text and music into a single multimedia presentation on the computer.

Instructors can use the Interactive ChartPlayer in class as a presentation tool and can place them in a listening lab for student access.

How are they used?

Download, Installation, and Launch

For Macintosh users:

1. Turn off CD Auto-Play 

· If you do not do this, do not expect the software to respond properly. Figuratively speaking, your computer and ChartPlayer will fight for contol of the CD. The results are unpredictable. 

· On the Apple Menu choose Control Panels/Quicktime Settings. 

· Uncheck the Enable CD Audio AutoPlay checkboxes. 

· Close the control panel. 

2. Download the application. 

· The resulting installer file will be called "ferrismac”.

· If the file is called ferrismac.hqx, you will need to download unstuffing software from Aladdin Systems. 

3. Double-click the installer file. 

· To find this file, you must know where your browser stores its downloaded files. If you don't know, you may search for this file using the File/Find Files feature of the Mac OS. 

· Follow the instructions. The ChartPlayer software will be installed on your hard drive at the root level and an alias will be created on the Apple menu. 

For Windows users:

1. Turn off CD Auto-insert Notification. 

· If you do not do this, do not expect the software to respond properly. Figuratively speaking, your computer and ChartPlayer will fight for contol of the CD. The results are unpredictable. 

· Choose Control Panels from the Start Menu/Settings option. 

· Choose System. Choose CD-ROM. Choose your CD-ROM. 

· Choose Settings. Deselect "Auto-insert notification." 

· Close all windows. 

· Restart your computer. 

2. Download the application. 

· The resulting file will be called "ferrissetup.exe". 

3. Double-click ferrissetup.exe. 

· To find this file, you must know where your browser stores its downloaded files. If you don't know, you may search for this file using the Start/Find/Files or Folders feature of the Windows OS. 

· Follow the instructions. The ChartPlayer software will be installed on your hard drive in the Program Files directory and shortcuts will be created on your desktop and the Start menu. 

Once downloaded, installed, and launched, the software checks the computer CD-ROM drive for a Ferris CD.  If a Ferris CD is in the drive, the software brings up a menu of the music available on the CD.  Below, you see the INDEX screen for CD 1:
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Index of Titles on CD 1
Wagner: Lohengrin, Prelude to Act Il
Strayhom: Take the "A"Train.
Britten: The Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra
Britten: The Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra, theme
Britten: The Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra, variations
Bizet: Farandole from L'Arlésienne Suite No. 2
Tchaikovsky: Dance of the Reed Pipes from Nutcracker Suite
Bach: Gavotte from French Suite Mo. 5 in G major
Anonymous: Alleluia: Videmus stellam (We have seen his star)
Hildegard: O Successores
Machaut: Agnus Dei from Notre Dame Mass
Josquin Desprez: Ave Maria . . . virgo serena
Weelkes: As Vesta Was Descending
Bach: Brandenburg Concerta Mo, 5 in D major, |
Bach: Organ Fugue in G minor, ( Little Fugue )
Monteverdi: Tu se' morta from Orfeo
Vivaldi: La Primavera from The Four Seasons, movement |
Bach: Cantata No. 140, Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme
Handel: Messiah, Evry Valley Shall be Exalted
Handel: Messiah, Hallelujah Chorus





To choose a specific track, simply click anywhere on the text describing the piece.  To change CDs, simply place the Ferris CD you wish to use into the CD-ROM drive of your computer and then click the button for the appropriate CD at the bottom of the screen.

If you click on track 14, Bach: Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 in D major, 1, this screen will come up:
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Bach: Brandenburg Concerto No. 3 in D major, T

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

With his set of six Brandenburg Concertos (abot 1721), Bach
gave immortality to 2 German aristocrat, the margrave of
Brandenturg. Concerto No. 5 uses a string orchestra and a group
of solaists consisting of a flute, a violin, and a harpsichord. This
was the first time that a barpsichord had been given the sola role in
a concerto grosso. The tuttiis written for violins, violas, cellos,
anid the harpsichordist, who realizes the figured hass.

The first movement, allegro, opens witha 1 an almost
continous flow of rapid notes. After the ritornello ends, soloists
present short melodic ideas, bringing a lower dynamic and new tone
color. Altermating contrast between brief, relativily loud ritornelln
fragements in the tutti and longer, sofler solo sections contines
throughout the movement. Only the harpsichord plays during the
Tong final section. Bach builds a tense high point for the movement
through irvesistible thythr and dazzling scale passages that require
a virtuoso's skl





The opening screen of each piece includes four active areas: 1) the progress bar 2) the title window 3) the ChartPlayerbox and 4) the CD player controls.

Before the piece starts, the ChartPlayerbox (3) contains a text overview of the piece and the composer.  A number of terms appear in red within the text.  Passing over these terms with the mouse cursor will bring up glossary definitions in the title window (2).

The Help file can be accessed from the main menu (5). It contains a full tutorial for the program as well as additional information on different features and display options that are available.
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Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

With his set of six Brandenburg Concertos (about 1721), Rach
gave immortalty to a German aristocrat, the margrave of
Brandenturg. Concerto No. 5 uses a string orchestra and a group
of solaists consisting of a flue, a violin, and a harpsichord, This
was the first time that a harpsichord had been given the solo role in
ace . The tutti is written for violins, vioas, cellos,
and the harpsichordist, who realizes the figured bass.

The first movement, allegro, opens with a ritornello: an almost
continous flow of rapid notes. After the ritornells ends, soloists
present short melodic ideas, bringing a lower dynamic and new tons
color. Alternating cotrast between brief, relativily loud ritornell
fragrments in the tutti and longer, sofer solo sections continies
throughout the movement. Only the harpsichord plays during the
fong final section. Bach builds a tense high point for the movement
through irresistible hythrn and dazzling scale passages that require
avirtuoso's skl





In the example above the cursor is passing over the term concerto grosso and the text in the title window (2) has changed to supply a definition.

Once you have read the summary information in the ChartPlayerBox (3) you will want to begin the piece.  This is accmplished with the CD Player controls (4).

Close up of CD Player controls (4).
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The CD controls operate much the same as the buttons on a normal CD player or VCR.


A  is a timer, indicating the duration of a piece


B  is a PAUSE button


C is the PLAY button


D is a STOP button


E stops playback and returns you to the Index screen (see above)

Once the PLAY arrow (C) is pressed in the CD player controls (4), the piece begins.
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Tutti & Solo

Tutti: Strings, f; longer
ritornello fragment.

Solo: Violin, harpsichord, flute, varied
ritornello fragment.
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You will note three significant changes between this screen and the prior screen.  

The progress bar (1) has moved, thermometer-like, as the piece has progressed.  The progress indicator (1A) can be used to skip back and forward in the piece.  Simply click and drag the indicator to any section of the piece.

The timer (4A) indicates that 5:09 of the piece has elapsed.  

The ChartPlayer Box (3) presents a description of the music – instruments, themes, elements – as they happen..
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visit: www.mhhe.com

to order a desk copy, find a text, locate your local McGraw-Hill representative or 

email: music@mcgraw-hill.com

