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Each chapter begins with a list of cultural and
grammatical objectives that preview goals and
content. These pages also contain timelines that
relate important historical, political, and cultural
events in the United States, Canada, and the
country or region of focus. Maps allow students
to situate the homes of the native-speaker
interviewees as well as geographic features that
provide points of reference for that country’s
inhabitants. Demographic information emphasizes
cultural and linguistic diversity.

Following the chapter-opening pages, each
chapter is divided into two major sections: Parte
1 and Parte 2.
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PARTE 1

Vocabulario

Vocabulary is organized thematically and often
presented visually through line drawings, photos,
and realia wherever appropriate to illustrate
culturally significant contrasts and similiarities.
Students are given ample opportunity to practice
new lexical items through form-focused and
communicative activities.



Entrevistas

The first of two native-speaker interviews
recorded on audio and video tape personalizes
the cultural themes of the chapter, illustrates
vocabulary usage in context, and previews
grammatical structures. Biographical information
and photos acquaint students with the speaker’s
immediate surroundings and cultural context.

The interview is introduced by pre-
listening  activities, which facilitate
comprehension by activating relevant
vocabulary, grammar, and discourse items.
As students listen to the interview, they are
given specific tasks to perform. Their
comprehension is checked through post-
listening activities. ..

Instantanea

ORIGEN DEL NOMBRE

From the ancient Carthaginian
Ispania, “land of the rabbits
(The Carthaginians colonized
what is now Spain before the

Roman occupation.)
POBLACI ON
30,133,996

LENGUAS

Spanish (official), Catalan (co-
official in Catalonia, Valencia,
Balearic Islands), Basque (co-
official in the Basque Country),
Galician (co-offical in Galicia)
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«Me gusta mi casa;
tiene su encanto.»
NOMBRE
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APELLIDOS
(1) Garcia (2) Potous
EDAD
25 afos

NACIO EN
San Sebastidn, Espana

Ruth Garcia Potous

VOCABULARIO UTIL
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Actividades

A. Antes de escuch:
you normally do U

. . 5 n
ar. Before you listen to the interview, tell what roo
he following activities in.

1. Suelo mirar la television en..
2. Suelo desayunar en...

3. Suelo comer en...

4. Suclo estudiar en..

5. Durante el dia, suelo
6. De noche, suelo dormir en..

echar una siesta en...

i hat she
1 you listen to Ruth, indicate W

B B mormal o s o 0t Jou might consider normal.
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CAPITULO 4 + La casa
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- Forma y funcion

An average of two grammar points are
presented in this section, both of which are
closely linked to the interview. Charts and
bulleted lists facilitate self-study. Each
grammar presentation is followed by a series
of activities that emphasize meaningful use
of language.
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PARTE 2

"

Pronunciacion y ortografia

As you may have noticed in the interview with Nieves, there are some
p features that di ch the Spanish spoken in Spain from
other dialects of Spanish around the world. Here are two of these features.

ml,y

iews, the letters 1l and y are pronounced
e i northern Spain and in some of the
he IL is pronounced more

As you have heard in the interv
the same in most dialects. In pai
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Compare the pronunciation of English yes
{ yeso (plaster); the first sound of

southern Spain, her

In all countries, the Spanis!
“stronger” than the English ¥
with a native speaker’s pronunciation o!
yeso may be 5o strong that it ounds like an English j or 2h. A common
T ke made by English speakers is (0 use & “weak” [y] in Spanish,
failing to distinguish between words like ahi [ai] and alli [ayil. You
should hear audible friction in the second word.
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Sobre lalectura In this Lectura you will read about a Spanish family
and their home. The photograph that accompanies the reading provides
an unusual portrait of the family. As you Jook at the photo and read the
description of the collection it belongs to (it was one of thirty such
portraits of families from all around the world), keep in mind the

P lationship between the objects you have (or don't have!) in your home
and what they say about your family life or personality.

Antes de leer
A. Tus pertenencias (belongings)- Categorize your personal belongings
into two categories: the things you would not mind other people

knowing about (pertenencia ivadas) and the things you
i des private or “sacred” (sageadas), things you would rather

strangers not see. Where do you put these private things in your

house?
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Source: Culture Shock! Spain
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philosophies toward the use of English in
the Spanish language classroom. In this
case, we believe that the opportunities for
culture learning and the development of
critical-thinking skills provide a strong
rationale for this activity. Indeed, as
students’ linguistic skills develop, the

language of the accompanying questions
changes to Spanish.

Sefias de identidad
The flag, baseball, and apple pie. . . . These
have been traditional American cultural
icons, calling up historical, political, and
emotive attachments to the nation. As

]
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these icons are perhaps less meaningful.
Nevertheless, Americans can readily generate

a list of people, places, events, or institutions
that evoke their country and form part of its
cultural mythology. In this section, we have asked
native Spanish-speakers to do the same, and have
highlighted at least one symbol of cultural
identity in this section. Students are then asked to
analyze and reflect upon issues of personal,
social, and national identity.

Lenguaje funcional

Functional language, that is to say, language used
to carry out communicative tasks, such as
requesting, inviting, agreeing, and refusing, is
presented in this note. Students are asked to
practice language functions in context through

role-play exercises based on the theme of the
chapter. |

LENGUAJE FUN CIONA

activities on this page. expre
you to compare and contrast your own situation

Rayo Pizarro.

A because

‘t):;?bién also, too
but
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similar(es) a
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L: Comparacion 'y contraste
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e e this 1 exprelsnﬂft?iz case, the expressions below allow
with that of Sara

different from/than

Si te interesa

This section provides additional details to the
cultural, lexical, and grammatical presentations
in the chapter. Since linguistic rules and cultural
behaviors may appear to be arbitrary or
capricious to students, these explanations
attempt to address the "hows" and "whys" of
language systems. In addition, many students are
genuinely interested in furthering their
knowledge of culture and language. This section

can provide a point of departure for their
exploration. -

SI TE INTERESA

Habitacién and cuarto
can refer specifically to a
bedroom or to any room
in general. Dormitorio
always means bedroom.




